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11. Summary of new findings of the thesis:
(i) The nature, degree and changing trends of droughts in the South Central region in the context of climate change during recent decades were assessed. Palmer drought index was selected to evaluate drought severity levels.

(ii) Drought changes in future were identified and projected using Representative Concentration Pathways for the South Central region.

12. Practical applicability, if any:
Policy makers and managers are supported in monitoring and warning droughts, proactively developing drought plans to cope with increasing droughts in the context of climate change. 

13. Further research directions, if any:

1) Research and development of Palmer index into tools for drought monitoring and warning for the South Central region.

2) Research and integration of the increase of drought severity into development masterplans and plans, especially for the agricultural sector.
3) Research on policies to mobilise investments from private sector in forecasting, warning and responding to droughts and study the compliance mechanism for organizations and individuals in (i) inefficient use and exploitation of water resources; (ii) contamination of water quality and pollution of the water environment.

4) Research on organizational model to manage and monitor droughts in the South Central region to (i) manage comprehensively water resources exploitation and use; (ii) to develop and implement drought response plans; prevent water pollution and remediate polluted water sources across the region.
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